September 19, 2019

SUBJECT
Peace Valley Charter School Conditions Status Update

APPLICABLE STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY
1.C. §33-5205(5)
1.C. §33-5209C(1)

BACKGROUND
Peace Valley Charter School (PVCS) provides a Waldorf model in Boise. PVCS
opened in 2018 with approximately 300 students in grades K-6 and will expand to
serve 7" and 8" grades over the next two years. The school's performance
certificate includes five conditions established at the time of petition approval. Four
of the conditions were met by their established deadlines. One condition was not
met by its established deadline.

DISCUSSION
The following condition of PVCS’s performance certificate was not met by the
established deadline:

“PVCS will achieve accreditation candidacy status by July 1, 2019, and full
accreditation through the Northwest Accreditation Commission by July 1, 2021.”

The PCSC established this condition in agreement with the PVCS petitioners’ stated
commitment to obtaining accreditation, particularly in recognition of the important
task of aligning the Waldorf educational philosophy with Idaho’s content standards.

AdvancEd, the body authorized to issue Northwest Accreditation Commission
accreditation status, conducted a readiness review at the school on May 22, 2019.
Based on this review, AdvancEd did not award candidacy status to PVCS. The
school remains in applicant status pending necessary improvements.

AdvancEd’s report notes positive practices in PVCS'’s classroom management, work
culture, and high teacher retention rates. Areas cited as in need of improvement
include curriculum alignment, strategic planning, and organizational effectiveness.

These materials include a summary of PVCS'’s early operations. Although the
school’s first year reflects numerous struggles, its leadership appears to have
stabilized and made appropriate preparations for a stronger second year. It is
anticipated that AdvancEd will make a second visit to the school during the 2019-20
school year in order to determine whether candidacy status may be awarded at that
time.

IMPACT
Information item only.

PVCS CONDITIONS STATUS UPDATE TAB C Page 1



September 19, 2019

STAFF COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
PCSC staff has worked closely with PVCS throughout its initial year and witnessed
significant improvement in recent months. These observations are supported by
those of AdvancEd.

Because PVCS does not offer high school grades, students are not at risk of losing
credits due to attendance at a non-accredited public school.

Staff anticipates implementing a progress monitoring plan that supports PVCS’s
efforts to achieve accreditation candidacy status by July 1, 2020. The plan will
include updates on the school’'s progress in the following areas: governance
capacity, curriculum alignment, special education program compliance, and
strategic planning.

COMMISSION ACTION
Any action would be at the discretion of the PCSC.
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Date: 4-22-2019

Reason for meeting: To establish review process and procedures for student referral and team actions; to
begin referral process

Those in attendance: Alan Mulligan, Jenna Engelbreit, Hope DeCuir

Meeting Notes: taken by Hope DeCuir
e Edits and formatting approved for forms
e Referrals for KN and BN reviewed and discussed
o On hold until class teacher weighs in
o Ms. Bucklin, Ms. Chaing, Mr. Huettig will be called to next meeting.

What is to be accomplished:
e Invite teachers-into next week meeting

Next meeting: Monday, April 29, 2019 after school



Date; 4-29-2019
Reason for meeting: To review referrals for two students with class teacher input

Those in attendance: Alan Mulligan, Jenna Engelbreit, Hope DeCuir, Sita Chaing, Joel Huettig

Meeting Notes: taken by Hope DeCuir
e Review of referrals: how student is in class with academic work
e BN

Behavior issues

Periods of not wanting to sit or engage in class

Lately he’s been great in class

More suited for math

Artistic
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Language arts he's not a reader, can, not engaged, if it involves writing it is a struggle
He found pattern of getting to ten
Very quiet
Understands the frustrations in eurythmy

m Behavior

m Shy, so acting out when in public
Doesn't like to participate in things body-wise
Doesn't stand to sing or do movements
Sometimes under the desk
Art is very soft and dreamy
Environment based on engagement?

Gotten better at participation

m Used to crawl under when open space
o nervous/silliness when working on zoo animals
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Just had two front teeth falling out
Body maturity lacking because they just turned seven
Lost in movement past 3 when counting
s May come in when multiplication comes in with math with using body to help our
memorization
2 May become a challenge
o Beginning of year was a behavior issue
m Never sat, wandering, talking
m Didn’t know what to do
As long as | get job down - Ms. Chaing won't bother me
Writing not that good to begin while getiing better
Fine motor skill is getting better
Before had to be step-by-step but now he can follow along with instructions
Before when having trouble he would pause, no he is raising hand to ask for help
Hard time with math - “I'm never going to do math because I'm really bad at counting.”
Most recent work shows improvement and ability to utilize number sense and skills
o Not a student to refer with academic struggle
e Suggestions for Ruth
o Notices the prevention side
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o Right now there is nothing we can do because they are there

Focus on body and movement

Figure out a plan

Smart Moves - suggest some movements to do

Practice throughout summer vacation

Building confidence

Struggle with basic bean bag passing

Smaller group to practice - getting out of being on stage
e Giving that before class work before whole class
m  Preview the work with Ruth during recess time

o Better to go little and then big, building confidence
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What is to be accomplished:
e Review with Ruth how to incorporate new strategies
e Check back in w/i 1 month

Next meeting: Monday, April 29, 2019 after school



Date: 5-06-2019
Reason for meeting: To review referrals
Those in attendance: Alan Mulligan, Jenna Engelbreit, Hope DeCuir

Meeting Notes: taken by Hope DeCuir
e Review of referrals: how student is in class with academic work
e OD brought to SST
o Reviewed and approved
o Documents sent to sent to Elliott

What is to be accomplished:
e Documents sent to be filled for OD
Next meeting:



Date: 5-13-2019
Reason for meeting: To review documents for OD
Those in attendance: Alan Mulligan, Jenna Engelbreit, Hope DeCuir

Meeting Notes: taken by Hope DeCuir
e Close to ELL even though family speaks English (heavily accented)
¢ Needed in future

o Push to complete to earn other work

Ask that completed well

Have chores at home

Meaningful tasks to completion

Behind by CCSS and Waldorf

o 0 0O 0

a Should recognize consonant, vowel, and blend sounds.
® He is unable to do so
o Suggestions -
e Continue moderation
m English manipulatives with phonemes
m Language soris
]

What is to be accomplished:
e Documents sent to be filled for OD
Next meeting:



Date: 5-20-2019
Reason for meeting: To establish review process and procedures for student referral and team actions
Those in attendance: Alan Mulligan, Jenna Engelbreit, Hope DeCuir, Heather Elliott

Meeting Notes: taken by Hope DeCuir
e Meeting for OD with class teacher
e Reviewed Istation notes ‘

o Low in text fluency and letter knowledge and phonemic awareness

o Retested without class peer pressure
Inconsistent with letters and sounds

o Focused?

o In his head with stories with connections

o Prior knowledge incredible - disruptive with it, can only focus on the connection, takes

over from the learning

o Shameful when corrected, “melts”, little confidence
No dictation skills, some struggle with writing
Read and write simple word families (cat, rat, sat; like, bike; etc.) with hellp
No Read and write basic “sight” words (the, who, one, elc.)

o Only has three
Struggle Develop working knowledge of phonics: long and short vowel sounds,
diphthongs (aw, ow, ew, oy, etc.), vowel and consonant blends

o Worked on the beginning, started getting it, without the constant practice he started to

fose it

Can try to read the easy books
Bringing more images into the reading
Intense intervention, every day
Needs a reading curriculum, 30 minutes a day
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What is to be accomplished: :
e Hope will find some activities to test what specific skills OD will need to focus on for the next
year
e Recommendation that he needs an intensive intervention for 30 minutes a day each day next
year

Next meeting: -
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