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Q:  Did HCCS obtain accreditation for the 2011-12 school year?   

A:  No. HCCS did not submit required paperwork or schedule site visits with the accrediting 
agency. As a result, HCCS cannot obtain accreditation for this school year.  At this time, the 
Public Charter School Commission (PCSC) is not aware of any means by which the school 
could obtain retroactive accreditation for the 2011-12 school year. 

Q:  When will the school be accredited?  

A:  HCCS can pursue accreditation for the 2012-13 school year. The school will need to ensure 
that appropriate steps are followed, beginning very early in Fall 2012, in order to achieve this. 

Q:  What is the Public Charter School Commission's role in this situation?   

A:  As HCCS's authorized chartering entity, the PCSC will require that HCCS take action to 
correct its failure to meet the terms of the charter and statute. 

Q:  Why didn't the state make sure HCCS was accredited?   

A:  HCCS was provided with numerous reminders from several agencies.  However, only the 
school's board and employees had the ability to take the necessary action.    

Q:  What action did the PCSC take with regard to HCCS at its May 31, 2012, public 
meeting?  

A:  The PCSC moved to issue to HCCS a Notice of Defect (NOD). The NOD identifies specific 
concerns about the school and requires HCCS to provide, within 30 days, a Corrective Action 
Plan detailing how the school will cure the defects.  

Q:  What is the impact of HCCS's failure to obtain accreditation?   

A:  The accreditation requirement applies only to students who were in grades 9-12 at HCCS.  
High school students who transfer to other schools may (but will not necessarily) find the 
receiving school unwilling to accept the credits they earned at HCCS.  If this occurs, the 
students will be obliged to re-take coursework or otherwise demonstrate competency in order to 
earn the credits needed for graduation.  

Please contact your receiving school district for details regarding policies related to the 
acceptance of credits earned at non-accredited schools. 

Q:  If my student does need to make up credits, what are our options?   

A:  Options may include summer courses provided by the local school district or other public 
charter schools, Idaho Digital Learning Academy (IDLA) summer courses, or testing out.  Note 
that the availability of these options may vary according to district offerings and policy. 

http://idahodigitallearning.org/


Q:  Are there costs associated with re-taking courses?   

A:  There may be costs associated with coursework.  It is unknown at this time whether HCCS 
will include with its Corrective Action Plan a means by which the school may assist families with 
any such expenses. 

Q:  Who can I contact with questions or for more information? 

A:  Heritage Community Charter School (208) 453-8070 

Interim Administrator:  Jean Taylor jtaylor@heritagecommunitycharter.com  

  Board Chairman:  Richard Hammond rhammond@heritagecommunitycharter.com  

 Idaho Public Charter School Commission  

 Tamara Baysinger, Director (208) 332-1583 tamara.baysinger@osbe.idaho.gov  

 Keelie Campbell, Program Manager (208) 332-6963 keelie.campbell@osbe.idaho.gov  

Please contact your receiving school district or public charter school for details regarding 
policies related to the acceptance of credits earned at non-accredited schools. 
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