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SUBJECT 
Bingham Academy Proposed Performance Certificate Amendments 
 

APPLICABLE STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 
I.C. §33-5206(8) 
IDAPA 08.02.04.302 
 

BACKGROUND 
Idaho STEM Academy doing business as Bingham Academy (BA) is a 
new public charter school authorized by the Public Charter School 
Commission (PCSC).  Approved to open in fall 2014, Bingham will 
implement an educational program focused on college readiness. The 
school is approved to open with 9th and 10th grade students and will 
systematically expand to 12th grade over several years.     
 

When BA’s performance certificate was executed on April 17, 2014, the 
mission-specific goals section of the school’s performance certificate 
included a commitment by BA to propose one, additional mission-specific 
goal to measure students’ acquisition of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) skills. 

 
DISCUSSION 

BA has submitted proposed amendments to the school’s performance 
framework (performance certificate appendix F). The amendments include 
a new, mission-specific measure designed to evaluate the effectiveness of 
an Introduction to Engineering course that will be required for all BA 
students. The amendments also complete the mission-specific section by 
establishing points possible for the relevant measures.   Related revisions 
to the school’s performance framework scoring section align the scoring 
page to the new mission-specific goals and designated points.  
 

IMPACT 
If the PCSC approves the proposed amendments, Bingham Academy will 
immediately begin operating under the amended performance certificate.  
If the PCSC denies the amendments, BA could appeal this decision to the 
State Board of Education, or could decide not to proceed any further. 
 

STAFF COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Bingham Academy has worked closely with PCSC staff to ensure that the 
school’s proposed performance certificate amendments are well written 
and the outlined evaluation process and proposed measurement tool are 
appropriate. PCSC staff recommends approval of Bingham Academy’s 
proposed performance certificate amendments as submitted. 
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COMMISSION ACTION 
A motion to approve the proposed performance certificate amendments as 
submitted by Idaho STEM Academy doing business as Bingham 
Academy. 
 
OR 
 
A motion to deny the proposed performance certificate amendments as 
submitted by Idaho STEM Academy doing business as Bingham Academy 
on the following grounds: ____________. 
 
Moved by _______ Seconded by ________ Carried Yes _____ No _____ 
 



IDAHO STEM ACADEMY DBA BINGHAM ACADEMY ‐‐‐ MISSION‐SPECIFIC FRAMEWORK

MISSION‐SPECIFIC GOALS

Measure 1 Is the school successfully motivating students to participate in STEM competition?
Result

Points 
Possible

Points Earned

Exceeds Standard:  85%‐100% of 9th graders competed in a qualifying STEM project competition during their freshman year.
150

Meets Standard:  65‐84% of 9th graders competed in a qualifying STEM project competition during their freshman year.
120

Does Not Meet Standard:  40‐64% of 9th graders competed in a qualifying STEM project competition during their freshman 
year.

60

Falls Far Below Standard:  Less than 40% of 9th graders competed in a qualifying STEM project competition during their 
freshman year.

0

0.00
Notes For the purposes of this evalution, a "qualifying STEM project competition" is a project‐focused competition judged by outside 

parties (non‐Bingham academy staff or board members) and open, at a minimum, to all students participating in STEM classes.   
Results will be reported to the PCSC by October 1.

Measure 2 Is the school successfully motivating students to earn postsecondary credits during their high school careers?
Result

Points 
Possible

Points Earned

Exceeds Standard: 61% ‐ 100% of 11th graders who have been enrolled at Bingham Academy since the beginning of their 10th 
grade year or longer successfully completed at least 12 postsecondary credits by the end of their junior year. 150

Meets Standard:  40% ‐ 60% of 11th graders who have been enrolled at Bingham Academy since the beginning of their 10th 
grade year or longer successfully completed at least 12 postsecondary credits by the end of their junior year. 120

Does Not Meet Standard:  25% ‐ 39% of 11th graders who have been enrolled at Bingham Academy since the beginning of their 
10th grade year or longer successfully completed at least 12 postsecondary credits by the end of their junior year. 60

Falls Far Below Standard:  Less than 25% of 11th graders who have been enrolled at Bingham Academy since the beginning of 
their 10th grade year or longer successfully completed at least 12 postsecondary credits by the end of their junior year. 0

0.00
Notes Bingham Academy will report on this goal beginning with data from the 2015‐2016 school year. For the purposes of this evaluation, 

"successful completion" is defined as completing the course with a C or better. The minimum sample size for this measure will be 25; 
if the sample size is insufficient, the points for this measure will be evenly distributed amongst the remaining measures. Results will 
be reported to the PCSC by October 1.
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IDAHO STEM ACADEMY DBA BINGHAM ACADEMY ‐‐‐ MISSION‐SPECIFIC FRAMEWORK

Measure 3 Is the school preparing students for success on nationally recognized tests indicating college readiness?
Result

Points 
Possible

Points Earned

Exceeds Standard:  51%‐100% of 10th graders achieved a score indicating college readiness on an nationally recognized test 
during their sophomore year.

150

Meets Standard:  35%‐50% of 10th graders achieved a score indicating college readiness on an nationally recognized test during 
their sophomore year.

120

Does Not Meet Standard:  25% ‐ 34% of 10th graders achieved a score indicating college readiness on an nationally recognized 
test during their sophomore year.

60

Falls Far Below Standard:  Less than 25% of 10th graders achieved a score indicating college readiness on an nationally 
recognized test during their sophomore year.

0

0.00
Notes "Nationally recognized tests" for purposes of this measure include the PSAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) or comparable results from the 

SAT, ACT, ACCUPLACER, or COMPASS.  The college readiness benchmarks will be set numbers as recommended by the test creators 
and will be applied uniformly to all students. Students who meet the college readiness benchmark in one academic area or more will 
be included as acheiving college readiness on the appropriate test.  Results will be reported to the PCSC by October 1.

Measure 4 Is the school ***? STEM proficiency/growth outcomes  Is the school helping students gain engineering skills in the 
Introduction to Engineering Design course?

Result
Points 
Possible

Points Earned

Exceeds Standard: 61%‐100% of Bingham Academy students who completed the Introduction to Engineering Design course 
achieved a stanine score of 6 or higher on the PLTW End‐of‐Course Assessment.

150

Meets Standard: 45%‐60% of Bingham Academy students who completed the Introduction to Engineering Design course 
achieved a stanine score of 6 or higher on the PLTW End‐of‐Course Assessment.

120

Does Not Meet Standard: 30%‐44% of Bingham Academy students who completed the Introduction to Engineering Design 
course achieved a stanine score of 6 or higher on the PLTW End‐of‐Course Assessment.

60

Falls Far Below Standard: Fewer than 30% of Bingham Academy students who completed the Introduction to Engineering 
Design course achieved a stanine score of 6 or higher on the PLTW End‐of‐Course Assessment.

0

0.00
Notes Bingham Academy has committed to work with the PCSC to revise the school's performance certificate to include at least one 

additional mission‐specific measure that will be focused on evaluating STEM skills. The points possible for each performance range 
for all measures will be established at that time. The performance certificate amendment will be presented to the PCSC for 
consideration no later than August 12, 2014.  STEM education is one of the areas included in the educational program outlined in 
Bingham Academy's charter. Introduction to Engineering Design, a course based on STEM principles, will be facilitated using the  
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) curriculum. The course is a year‐long, required course at Bingham Academy and, with a qualifying score 
of 6 on the End‐of‐Course (EOC) Assessment, qualifies for college credit. The PLTW EOC Assessment scores students on a 1 to 9 scale, 
with 5 being the average score (nationally). A score of 6 or higher represents higher than average performance by the student. Based 
on PLTW's research, they anticipate approximately 45% of students (nationally in their programs) to score a 6 or higher. For the 
purposes of this measure, a student will have "completed" the course if he/she is enrolled in the course within 20 school days of the 
beginning of the school year and remains enrolled in the course until the PLTW End‐of‐Course Assessment is administered. The PLTW 
EOC Assessment will be administered within 20 school days of the end of the school year. Results will be reported to the PCSC by 
October 1.
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IDAHO STEM ACADEMY DBA BINGHAM ACADEMY ‐‐‐ PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK SCORING

ACADEMIC Measure
Possible Elem /     

MS Points
% of Total Points POINTS EARNED Possible HS Points % of Total Points POINTS EARNED

State/Federal Accountability 1a 25 2% 0.00 25 1% 0.00
1b 25 2% 0.00 25 1% 0.00

Proficiency 2a 75 5% 0.00 75 4% 0.00
2b 75 5% 0.00 75 4% 0.00
2c 75 5% 0.00 75 4% 0.00

Growth 3a 100 7% 0.00 100 6% 0.00
3b 100 7% 0.00 100 6% 0.00
3c 100 7% 0.00 100 6% 0.00
3d 75 5% 0.00 75 4% 0.00
3e 75 5% 0.00 75 4% 0.00
3f 75 5% 0.00 75 4% 0.00
3g 100 7% 0.00 100 6% 0.00

College & Career Readiness 4a 50 3% 0.00
4b1 / 4b2 50 3% 0.00

4c 50 3% 0.00
Total Possible Academic Points 900 1050 60%
     ‐ Points from Non‐Applicable 
 Total Possible Academic Points for This School 900 1050

Total Academic Points Received 0.00 0.00
% of Possible Academic Points for This School 0.00% 0.00%

MISSION‐SPECIFIC Measure Possible Points % of Total Points POINTS EARNED Possible Points % of Total Points POINTS EARNED

STEM Competition Participation 1 150 10% 0.00
Postsecondary Credit Completion 2 150 10% 0.00
College Readiness 3 150 10% 0.00
STEM Skills  Engineering Skills 4 150 10% 0.00

Total Possible Mission‐Specific Points 600 40% 700

Total Mission‐Specific Points Received 0.00 0.00
% of Possible Mission‐Specific Points Received 0.00% 0.00%

TOTAL POSSIBLE ACADEMIC & MISSION‐SPECIFIC POINTS  1500 1750

TOTAL POINTS RECEIVED 0.00 0.00

% OF POSSIBLE ACADEMIC & MISSION‐SPECIFIC POINTS 0.00% 0.00%

OPERATIONAL Measure Points Possible % of Total Points  Points Earned

Educational Program 1a 25 6% 0.00
1b 25 6% 0.00
1c 25 6% 0.00
1d 25 6% 0.00

Financial Management & Oversight 2a 25 6% 0.00
2b 25 6% 0.00

Governance & Reporting 3a 25 6% 0.00
3b 25 6% 0.00

Students & Employees 4a 25 6% 0.00
4b 25 6% 0.00
4c 25 6% 0.00
4d 25 6% 0.00

School Environment 5a 25 6% 0.00
5b 25 6% 0.00
5c 25 6% 0.00

Additional Obligations 6a 25 6% 0.00
TOTAL OPERATIONAL POINTS 400 100% 0.00

% OF POSSIBLE OPERATIONAL POINTS 0.00%

FINANCIAL Measure Points Possible % of Total Points Points Earned

Near‐Term Measures 1a 50 13% 0.00
1b 50 13% 0.00
1c 50 13% 0.00
1d 50 13% 0.00

Sustainability Measures 2a 50 13% 0.00
2b 50 13% 0.00
2c 50 13% 0.00
2d 50 13% 0.00

TOTAL FINANCIAL POINTS 400 100% 0.00

% OF POSSIBLE FINANCIAL POINTS 0.00%
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IDAHO STEM ACADEMY DBA BINGHAM ACADEMY ‐‐‐ PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK SCORING

Range
% of Points          

Possible Earned
Range

% of Points          
Possible Earned

Range
% of Points          

Possible Earned

Honor                                                                         
Schools achieving at this level in all                         
categories are eligible for special                             
recognition and will be recommended                    
for renewal.  Replication and expansion 
proposals are likely to succeed.

75% ‐ 100%      
of points possible

90% ‐ 100%        
of points possible

85% ‐ 100%        
of points possible

Good Standing                                                          
Schools achieving at this level in Academic            
& Mission‐Specific will be recommended for 
renewal; however, conditional renewal may         
be recommended if Operational and/or 
Financial outcomes are poor.   Replication             
and expansion proposals will be considered.         
To be placed in this category for Academic            
& Mission‐Specific, schools must receive the 
appropriate percentage of points and have           
at least a Three Star Rating.  

55% ‐ 74%        
of points possible

80% ‐ 89%         
of points possible

65% ‐ 84%         
of points possible

Remediation                                                             
Schools achieving at this level in Academic            
& Mission‐Specific  may be recommended for 
non‐renewal or conditional renewal, particularly 
if Operational and/or Financial outcomes are 
also poor.  Replication and expansion proposals 
are unlikely to succeed.

31% ‐ 54%        
of points possible

61% ‐ 79%         
of points possible

46% ‐ 64%         
of points possible

Critical                                                                        
Schools achieving at this level in Academic            
& Mission‐Specific level face a strong liklihood 
of non‐renewal, particularly if Operational 
and/or Financial outcomes are also poor.  
Replication and expansion proposals should         
not be considered.

0% ‐ 30%         
of points possible

0% ‐ 60%          
of points possible

0% ‐ 45%          
of points possible

Academic &  Mission‐Specific Operational Financial
ACCOUNTABILITY DESIGNATION
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